
prisons 

In the Alabama Correctional System, some extent the deplorable situation 
working inmates are paid 15 cents a within the Alabama prison walls. The 

' week at the 13 road camps; $1 every facts support the inmates’ claim that , 

three weeks at Atmore Prison Farm, they are forced to live in filth; that 

and 75 cents every three weeks at their food is of the lowest quality and 

Holman Prison Unit. These are: the nutritionally inadequate; that dental 

wages received by more . than 90 care and indeed all aspects of medical 

percent of ' all the prisoners, in treatment are grossly deficient; and 

. Alabama. A bar of soap im the prison that rehabilitation efforts are non- 

store now costs more than.half What existent. Given this, the violence and 

: most prisoners earn for three weeks of corruption that is a way of life in the 

labor— 45 cents. ' Alabama prison system, the 

The prisoners work from sunup till widespread use of drugs and alcohol, 
sundown" on the state - land - under the rapes, and the blatant racism that 

shotgun-toting guards, never is fostered, can all be seen as 

benefiting at all from what they 
produce. The income from an 8,000 
: acre farm like Atmore, which is 
substantial when all the labor is free, 
lines the pockets of the prison guards 
’ and the state. This amounts to a 
modern-day system of slave labor. 

With the long hours in the fields, the 
bad food, and constant beatings, many 
of the inmates are in need of medical 
attention. But as United States District 
Court Judge Frank Johnson stated in 
an opinion delivered on October? 28, 

1971: “The record is filled with 
examples, of correctional staff 
members denying inmates the right to 
be examined and treated by trained 
medical personnel and further refusing 
to provide medicine and other 
treatment prescribed by a physician;” symptoms of the same disease. 

In March of 1974 a subcommittee of -. However, recognizing the disease 

the Alabama Bar Association issued a . Ihat * infects the prison system, and 
: report documenting the “over- understanding that it is society that 

jcrowding, inadequate rehabilitation creates this system, gives us only a ; 

programs and facilities, and conditions taste of the horror and despair 

which “in general are demeaning to confronted daily by the inmates. An 

human' existence.” The report said: inmate must choose one of two paths: 

'“The public should be informed that he may shrink in fear and watch the 
• those persons sent to these institutions methodical disintegration of his own 

are housed ini facilities that are little soul, or he may choose to face the 

better than those into which animals beast— the members if the IF A have 

are he rde d.” 1 chosen to look squarely into its cold 

These documented facts indicate to steel eyes, and fight for human dignity. 



